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CeENTRAL INTELLICENCE ACENCY

Office of External Affairs ’ 27 May 1983

Mr. Robert Simmons, Staff Director
Select Committee on Inte111gence
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 .

Rob: -

At the hearing on collection in Central
America on 25 May, Senator Goldwater asked
for some information on the Cuban involvement
in Central America. The attached is 1n .
'response to that request. ’

Regakds,-

Burton L. Hutchings .
Chief, Legislative Liaison Divison
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26 mayres3

'QMEMORANDUM

- Q{}SUBJECT.v The Cuban Presence 1n Central Amerlca

1. Cuba s dlplomatlc and consular t1es w1th Guatemala,-fV

' Honduras, and El Salvador were severed in 1960- 61, ‘and Cuba has:,ffg}>~¥”

- .. not had an official presence: in .these countries since that .-
. . time.. Although’'we" occasionally get reports. of a. handful of Cuban
© -military or para-m111tary personnel serving as advisers with'
' guerrilla groups in Central America, we have had none recently

"and believe there is currently no Cuban presence, off1c1al or
_Aunoff1c1al, 1n any of these three countrles.u_rh;_rx. -
- 2. Cuba has had no’ off1c1al presence in Costa Rica 51nce .

' consular ties were cut in May 1981 (diplomatic relations were

“'broken in 1961). ' The Castro reglme, however, does have a quasi- ‘'

5f::f,;off1c1al presence in San. Jose in the form of a small branch
: ‘office of Prensa Latina, the. Cuban government news agency that

J;”ﬁ H | [The office probably has oniy a rew =
w ';‘Cubans, perhaps only one, and several local employees.‘m;tg

1

;}currently 1n Nlcaragua of whlch-w

' ’ﬂ{fﬁffft:l 500 to,2;000 are: milltary and secur1ty:personnel -
EO jﬁserv1ng<the Nlcaraguan securlty establlshment aS'q~#
'A;jadv1sorsland tralners-ﬂ _;*~ : Lo e

:5“5;ﬁ532 000 are_teachers5ﬁ

Sl ’.H}?f—;_iz 000 are constructlon workers 1nvolved in’ road j“
R “"f:_g;bulldlng, ‘housing.. constructlon, and work on varlous
; I ' ),mllltary fac111t1es, R P : : R

X

3. We estlmate that there ‘are some - 7 000 to 8, 000 Cubans ‘{?w[f‘f

“l2sx1
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-- and 1,500 to 2,000 are involved in a variety of fields
such as public health, communications, agriculture,
political organization, and propaganda.

Cuba, of course, also has a diplomatic and consular mission in
Managua as well as a Prensa Latina office.

4. We know of no Cuban combat units in Central America.
The Cuban Interior Ministry has some personnel of its Special
Troops serving with Nicaraguan units in the field trying to
suppress the anti-Sandinista guerrillas. The Spec1al Troops are
patterned after our own Green Berets, are skilled in the use of a
“variety of weapons and in hand-to-hand combat, and are generally
employed in small teams instructing and advising foreign military
and paramilitary units. 1In Cuba, they are also used as Swat
Teams when disgruntled Cubans take over foreign diplomatic
missions in Havana.

| This memorandum is classified SECRET
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